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LIVE MUSIC VENUE
& EVENT HALL

Two experiences. One unforgettable venue.

Venue Vapaille is where unforgettable
performances and unforgettable
moments come to life. By night,

we're a premier live music venue.

By day, a sophisticated event space for
life's most important celebrations.

LIVE MUSIC. LIFETIME MEMORIES.
DLESS POSSIBILITIES.

Venue Vapaille features two distinct spaces that can be used separately or together to fit the vision of your event.
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BANQUET / MEETING HALL

e Spacious & Versatile Layout
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Corporate Events & More
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& Chair Covers

e Catered Events Welcome
* Private & Professional Atmosphere
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MUSIC HALL

¢ Live Music & Brass Bands

* Intimate, Energetic Vibe

* Full Bar & Open Bar Packages
¢ Professional Sound & Lighting

¢ Perfect for Concerts,
Shows & Private Events

. ey
Host your event in one space or combine both for a seamless experience with room to celebrate, socialize,
dance and create lasting memories.
AMENITIES INCLUDE: ) UPCOMING LIVE MUSIC PERFORMANCES
&% Spacious Reception Hall 9" Live Music & Brass Bands Friday July 10 | T Ray and the Trendsetters
Q Tables, Chairs, Linens Photo Booth Saturday July 18 | Brian Toval and the Vision
& Chair Covers ,
@ Onsite Management Saturday August 8 | Terrence and the Fortress Band.
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@& Catering Options Gmy Ample Parking Friday August 14 | Maxwell Arceneaux
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Friday August 28 | Don Vappie and Friends
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Saturday September 19 | Brian Toval and the Vision
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“A Chet’s
Journey”

Dook Chase
hosts 26-week

cooking series - '. - ‘
on Channel 12 | B )01}

By Dean M. Shapiro, Senior Editor . | .

\ ',“

N

rld renowned for

its wide variety

of cuisines, New

Orleans is a culi-

nary mecca that draws millions of visitors
annually. Legendary restaurants owned and
operated by celebrity chefs, some of whom |
descend from families dating back many
generations, add to the city’s reputation for -

fine dining.
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Family owners of Dooky Chase’s Restaurant in the city’s historic
Sixth Ward - widely renowned as Tremé - have been cooking their
85-year-old dining establishment’s renowned Creole recipes since
1941. That tradition spans four generations under the Chase family,
headed by its 44-year-old Executive Chef, Edgar Chase IV, who goes
by the name Dook Chase.

New Orleans Public Television station WYES Channel 12 recently
announced that Chef Dook is hosting a 26-episode series titled
“Dook Chase: A Chet’s Journey” premiering at 10:00 a.m. Saturday,
July 18, 2026.

“The story of New Orleans is a story of diversity,; Dook noted
during a recent interview. “It’s a story of many cultures, many cele-
brations and many institutions. Many restaurants, many chefs, you
name it. We all celebrate who we are and we honor that.

“This celebration of New Orleans culture features local food icons
sharing the stories, history and recipes that define our city’s rich
culinary heritage,” Dook continued. “Many of the places featured
reflect the ethnic culture of their owners’ nationalities representing
five continents, including our own”

Descended from three previous chef/owners, all of whom were
named Edgar Dooky Chase followed by a Roman numeral, Dook has
been working in the restaurant’s kitchen since the age of 15, learning
his craft from his family predecessors. He also holds a diploma from
the world famous Le Cordon Bleu cooking school in Paris.

The series, with each episode running 30 minutes, will follow Chef
Dook as he visits 26 individual new Orleans area dining establish-
ments and other businesses with a direct connection to the city’s
culinary industry.

During the episodes that feature the chef-owners of a restaurant,
Dook and his film crew will be recording the owners demonstrating,
in their kitchens, the preparation of food items that are a specialty
of each establishment. Then toward the end of the episode, Dook
will prepare a similar item from the interviewed chef’s recipe in the
kitchen at the WYES studio.

Softshell Crab PoBoy made by Chef Dook Chase mspzred by hzs visit : :
to Parkwa)/ Bakery and Tavern. PHOTO CREDIT: EUGENIA UHL ChefDOOk with ChefSerlgne Mbay PHOTO CREDIT: MARGARET CROSBY
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COVER STORY

This will be the second time in recent
years that the New Orleans-based public
television station has featured the Chase
family in its programming. WYES paid
tribute to renowned Chef Leah Chase,
Dook’s grandmother, shortly after her
passing in 2019.

The series opens with Dook interview-
ing and filming the chef in the kitchen
of the riverboat Natchez, discussing the
importance of the Mississippi River in the
development of New Orleans’s cooking
traditions.

Among the restaurants being featured in
the series include some of New Orleans’s
most renowned dining venues, includ-
ing Emeril’s, Commander’s Palace and
Cochon. Also announced in advance of the
show’s debut are Angelo Brocato’s, Chapter
IV, Café Reconcile, Dakar NOLA, Dong
Phuong Bakery, Lagniappe Bakehouse,
NOCHI (New Orleans Culinary and
Hospitality Institute), Parkway Bakery
and Tavern, Saffron NOLA, Sweet Saint,
and Vaucresson Sausage and Creole Deli.
Other establishments will be announced
and featured as the series moves along
toward a January 2027 completion date.

Also being highlighted in the series are
those establishments that have been in
families for generations, including Dooky
Chase’s Restaurant. “We started in 1941
as a po boy shop and bar,” Dook said.
“Then we added some dining to it. And

then we expanded to
the full capacity. The
three dining rooms
we have today are
from 1984.

“So a lot of these
stories not only
celebrate who and
what they are but
we also show the
importance of those
that are passed down
from generation to
generation,” Dook
continued. “We
touch on businesses
that are in their third
and fourth generations
and even some that are going into their
fifth generations.

“Even on the steamboat there’s owner-
ship that’s generational,” he added. “There
are captains who are generational. Captains
who navigated the steamboats Natchez and
the City of New Orleans are in their fourth
generations of a families of river pilots. So,
when you start to see all these families and
traditions and things that are passed down
it’s truly amazing”

Dook also referenced the De Carlo
Family Farm in Plaquemines Parish. It will
be featured on one of the show’s episodes
as the source for produce that is served at
local restaurants or used as ingredients

Chef Dook with his family. PHOTO CREDIT: MARGARET CROSBY

for dishes prepared there. The De Carlo
family, Dook noted, is in its third and
fourth generations from its Italian roots.

A companion cookbook to the “Dook
Chase: A Chef’s Journey” series is being
published locally by Pelican Publishing
Company and will be on sale in early
September 2026. The book will contain all
the recipes that are featured in the series, as
well as a few additions. The same company
also published the best-selling “Dooky
Chase Cookbook” by the late Chef Leah
Chase, along with her two other cookbooks
including the companion to the WYES
broadcast series that paid tribute to her
in 2019.

“What we try to highlight in this new
series are all the good things about New
Orleans. All of the great things we love
about this city. New Orleans is one heck
of a city. So fascinating,” Dook concluded.

“DOOK CHASE: A CHEF’S JOURNEY”
premieres on WYES Channel 12 on Saturday,
July 18 from 10:00-10:30 a.m. and runs
through Saturday, January 9, 2027. Re-runs are
on Sundays at 11:00 a.m. Viewers throughout
the WYES broadcast area can also stream the
series on wyes.org, PBS.org and the PBS App.

wyes OPBS
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public funds.

Louisiana local government entities
trust LAMP to protect their
principal, deliver solid returns, and
ensure same-day access to their
funds from anywhere, with no
transaction fees. We have guided
our clients over the past quarter
century, and we remain ready to
serve you now.

Find out how our consistent,
conservative portfolio management
can help your organization
navigate uncertain times.

John C. Fleming MD Theodore C. Sanders 11
Louisiana State Treasurer Chief Executive Officer
LAMP Inc. President LAMP Inc.

e 800.249.LAMP @ lamppool.com Rated AAAm by Standard & Poor’s
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July 15, 2026
Sharon Martin & Friends - Café Istanbul, 2372 Saint Claude Ave.

July 18-26, 2026

The Musical Arts Society of New Orleans presents
the 30th New Orleans International Piano
Competition at Roussel Hall, Loyola University
Semifinal Rounds: July 19-23, 7:00 p.m.

Final Round - Solo: July 19-23, 7:00 p.m.

Final Round - Concerto with Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra: July 26,

2:00 pm.

July 19, 2026 - July 24, 2026
Tales of the Cocktail

The Ritz-Carlton, New Orleans

921 Canal St. New Orleans, LA 70112

July 30-August 2, 7:30 p.m. & 2:00 p.m. Sunday
matinee

Tulane Summer Lyric Theatre

“A Little Night Music”

Dixon Hall, Tulane University campus

August 1, 5:00-10:00 p.m.
White Linen Night

Julia Street art galleries

August 1, 2026 - August 2, 2026
Satchmo SummerFest
French Quarter

August 8, 2026

Red Dress Run

Crescent Park

2300 N Peters Street New Orleans, LA 70117

August 8, 6:00-10:00 p.m.
Dirty Linen Night
200-1100 blocks of Royal Street, French Quarter

August 15, 2026
Sharon Martin & Friends - Café Istanbul, 2372 Saint Claude Ave.

September 15, 2026
Sharon Martin & Friends - Café Istanbul, 2372 Saint Claude Ave.

September 17, 2016, 7:30

Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra opening night:
Rachmaninoff Piano Concerto No. 2, Anna Clyne’s
“Masquerade,” and Brahms Symphony No. 4
Orpheum Theater, 129 Roosevelt Way, New Orleans

JULY/AUGUST 2026

NEW ORLEANS
& SURROUNDING
AREA

NOVEMBER 2026 EVENTS

September 23, 2026, 6:00 p.m.

The Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra celebrates
Paris with Mozart Symphony No. 31 in D Major,
Offenbach’s “Overture to La Vie Parisienne,”
Milhaud’s “Le boeuf sur le toit” and Ilbert’s “Suite
Symphonique”

New Marigny Theatre, 2301 Marais Street, New Orleans

October 2, 2026 - October 4, 2026
National Fried Chicken Festival
Lakeshore Drive, Franklin Avenue New Orleans , LA 70122

October 7, 2026, 6:00 p.m.

The Musical Arts Society of New Orleans presents
BACHTOBERFEST 2026

Margaret Place Hotel, 1133 Margaret Place, New Orleans

October 15, 2026
Sharon Martin & Friends - Café Istanbul, 2372 Saint Claude Ave.

October 17, 2016, 7:30 p.m.
New Orleans Ballet
Association presents
“Pilobolus”

Mahalia Jackson Theater, Louis
Armstrong Park

LE PETITE
THEATRE,
lepetittheatre.com
616 St. Peter Street
New Orleans, LA 70116

August 13-16, 2026;
Ganking Mr. Guldry

October 2 - 18, 2026;
preview Oct. 1
Laughter on the 23rd Floor

December 4 - 27, 2026;
preview Dec. 3
The Secret Garden

February 26 - March 21,
2027; preview Feb. 25
The Glass Menagerie

October 25, 2026, 5:00 p.m.
The Musical Arts Society
of New Orleans presents
Nocturne XXIII featuring
pianist Emanuel Ax

Ritz Carlton Hotel, 921 Canal Street,
New Orleans

October 31, 2026 -
November 1, 2026
NOLA Zydeco Fest
1701 Bayou Ln Slidell, LA 70458

November 7, 2026
Beignet Fest

New Orleans City Park April 30 - May 16, 2027;

preview Apr. 29
August Wilson’s Ma
Rainey’s Black Bottom

Novmber 15, 2026
Sharon Martin & Friends - Café
Istanbul, 2372 Saint Claude Ave.
June 4 - 20, 2027;
!H'leview June 3
e 25th Annual Putnam
County Spelling Bee

breakthrumediamagazine.com
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Harold Ellls Cl%l’ ;_%

latest stage productia
to premiere at |

Le Petit Theatre

By Dean M, Shapiro, Senior Editor

PHOTOGRAPHY BY BERNIE SAUL

n everyday slang or street jargon, the word “ganking” means to

swindle, scam, or deceitfully cheat someone out of something of

value that belongs to them. Although the term didn't exist in the

year 1878, New Orleans area playwright, Harold Ellis Clark, has

incorporated it into the title of his latest stage play, “Ganking Mr. Guidry”

16 | BREAKTHRU MEDIA | breakthrumediamagazine.com JULY/AUGUST 2026



COVER STORY

-
_

Set during the Reconstruction Era that
followed the American Civil War, the play
opens for a five-performance-only world
premiere at Le Petit Theatre in the French
Quarter on August 13. The production
runs through the 16th.

In a recent interview, Harold explained,
“The play is set in 1878 Louisiana during
the sugarcane harvesting season, and there
are five workers at a plantation who decide
to stand up against the injustice that they
believe they are receiving.

“One of these gentlemen is very proud of
the fact thata deceased relative wasa woman
who participated in the 1811 Louisiana
slave rebellion,” Harold continued. “During

Sydney, Madison, Harold and Cherie Clark at the
recent world premiere of Last Night at the Rue Bayou,
in which Madison was featured.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF HAROLD ELLIS CLARK

Harold with the cast of Fishers of Men, including Martin
Bats Bradford, Oliver Thomas, Al Aubry, Damien Moses and
director/set designer John Grimsley. pHoTo 8Y JiM BELFON

that rebellion, she
actually took a
weapon from the
slave owner of the
plantation that
she and others
escaped from. That
particular item is
at the plantation
where the young
man is working
in 1878, and he
is determined to
possess it

So who is Mr.
Guidry? Harold
is asked. “He is the owner of the
plantation,” the author replies.
“Hopefully, you'll feel his pres-
ence without even seeing him or
hearing him talk”

legal. Slave ships unloaded their human
cargo there, and a historical marker noting
this was unveiled on the grounds of the old
Algiers Courthouse during the commemo-
ration of Algiers’s 300th birthday in 2018.
“I actually wrote a rough first draft for
the play back in 2018, and subse-
quent to that, I spent all of those
years trying to refine and revise
it,” Harold explained. “Once I felt
it was ready to go, I reached out
to the Dillard University Theatre
Department about doing a staged
reading of the play there, and we
did it in March of last year”

The location of the staged read-
ing was not a random decision
on Harold’s part. He had worked
at Dillard in the early 2000s as
a public relations specialist and
speechwriter for the university’s
former president, Dr. Michael
Lomax. And the timing for the

play’s world premiere works out
well, he noted. This year marks

A.J. Allegra, Le Petit Theatre’s artistic director, and
A native of Algiers on the West Ha]rold.egm ¢ Fett Lheatres ariistic director, an

Bank of New Orleans, Harold

developed an interest in the history of
that neighborhood and the slave trade that
went on there when enslavement was still

the 215th anniversary of the 1811 slave
rebellion, the largest uprising of its kind
in the U.S.

“And so I wanted to have the play
produced in this important anniversary
year,” Harold said. “I'm so happy that we
ended up getting it to Le Petit Theatre.
AlJ. Allegra, their artistic director, read
the play, and he really loved it. It was sort
of like a spiritual thing where I just felt
compelled to have the play staged this
particular year because of the historical
commemorations.”

Since taking up playwriting in 2010,
Harold’s output has been prodigious. It
includes thirteen full-length plays and
several staged productions throughout
the United States and abroad. One of his
plays, titled “We Live Here,” was performed
in Durban, South Africa, in 2017 with an
entire cast of New Orleanians. Other works
of his have won and been finalists in several
national playwriting competitions.

In October 2025, Harold had what
he called “a wonderful experience” at
Loyola University in Chicago, during
which he oversaw a staged partial read-
ing of one of his best-known plays titled

JULY/AUGUST 2026
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“Fishers of Men.” He was also a featured
speaker for what was termed The Rambler
Brotherhood Project.

“I did an 18-minute presentation on the
power of storytelling, and then the actors
performed the staged reading. After they
did their part, we got a rousing standing
ovation and numerous questions about
both the play and presentation,” Harold
recalled.

Like most playwrights, Harold aspires to
have one or more of his works performed
on a Broadway stage. He hasn't attained
that goal yet, but he is creating works for
the stage with that lofty objective in mind.

“Writing is something I have enjoyed
since I was eight years old, and I was so
happy to have discovered playwriting in
2010 after writing numerous unpublished
novels that three literary agents couldn’t
sell to the major New York publishing
houses and unproduced screenplays,”
he added.

“Writing dialogue has always been my
strength, and I've gotten some positive
feedback on it,” Harold continued, refer-
encing renowned New Orleans-based actor
Lance Nichols. “I was so happy that Lance
had been reading my work. He was the one
who looked at it and said, “You really write
excellent dialogue, and youd be an excel-
lent playwright’ I took his comments to
heart, and I'm so glad that I did”

Describing his work and what it means
to him, Harold said, “Writing is very
spiritual for me. I have ambitions about
getting my work produced nationally
and internationally but I don’t lose any

Harold with veteran actor Lance E.
Nichols.

sleep whatsoever about
striving to connect with
this producer or that
producer. This agent or
that agent. If 'm going
to get to Broadway, it’s
going to be God who
gets me there.

“I have always looked
at my work as a minis-
try;” Harold added. “Not
because I'm preaching
or have a message to
impart, but because I'm in it for the long
haul. It’s not a hobby. It’s serious business.
That’s what keeps me writing. I'm always

Detour.

on a quest to expand the reach of my work”

Referencing a 2023 production of “To
Kill a Mockingbird” at the Saenger Theater,
Harold said, “I was surprised to see the
audience’s high level of interest in a drama.

Brown, Jr and Harold Sylvester with Diane
Mack of WWNO-FM talking about Harolds play, Tour

Actors Kenneth

5
()
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The performance I attended was sold-out.
Musicals are cool, but a good drama can
have a long-lasting emotional impact. New
Orleans is a great testing ground for my
work. If the audience doesn’t like it, they
will let you know, and if they do like it,
they’ll let you know that as well”

“Ganking Mr. Guidry” is being co-produced by Le Petit Theatre and HEC Communications,
LLC, with generous support by Whitney Plantation in Wallace, Louisiana, and the 2026

Carol Sutton Memorial Grant. John Grimsley is the stage director, and cast members include
Nicole Collins, Al Aubry, Martin ‘Bats’ Bradford, Kenneth Brown, Jr., and Rahim Glaspy.

This special limited engagement runs for only five performances from August 13-16 at
Le Petit Theatre, 616 St. Peter Street in the French Quarter. For tickets and information,
call the theatre at (504) 522-2081 ext. 1 or email boxoffice@lepetittheatre.com . Box office
hours are on weekdays from 12 noon to 5:00 p.m.

Ticket prices range from $35 to $55 and are available at www.lepetittheatre.com. Groups

of 10 or more receive a discount. Discounted parking is available for ticket-holders.

Le Petit Theatre in association with HEC Communications LLC

presents

Ganking Mr.Guic

anen pLay 5y HAROLD

with generous support provided by Whitney Plantation and the Ca

Al AL_lbry

Martin Bats Bradford Kenneth Brown, Jr.

Tickets at LePetitTheatre.com
or call (504) 522.2081

" August 13-16, 2026

Nicole Collins

Rahim Glaspy

PHOTOS COURTESY OF HAROLD ELLIS CLARK
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TOILETS | HAND WASH STATIONS
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Welcome to “Health Talkin’ with
Doc Griggs.” In conjunction with
the Xavier University School of
Pharmacy Health & Wellness
Center, we will discuss topics
that we find most relevant in our
community. Our shared goal is
to help you Get Checked. Get Fit.
Get Moving!™

What to Eat for
Healthy Skin

By Melissa Gallanter and Eric D. Griggs, M.D

Skin is the protective layer for our entire
bodies. It is the largest organ in the body
and it’s the first line of defense for our
immune systems, meaning it’s generally
the first point of contact with bacteria and
potential disease. We can often be rough
on our skin, like walking barefoot outside
or having too much exposure to the sun.
It is very important to take care of our
skin because it will then be able to take
care of us!

What does healthy skin look like? The
beautiful thing is that we all look different
in our own skin, but healthy skin for all of
us can be smooth and well-hydrated. It is
free of sun damage, minimally wrinkled/
aged, and has healthy wound-healing abil-
ity to clear up cuts and scrapes easily.

When we think about healthy skin, it
makes sense to think first about the creams
and moisturizers that come to mind in
promoting skin health. It is important to
take care of your skin that way as well, but
what we eat also has a huge effect on the
health of our skin. And the benefit with
dietary intake for skin health is that the
whole body is receiving those nutrients
and compounds in the foods we eat.

Just as an unhealthy diet can damage
the organs inside your body such as your
liver and heart, what you eat also impacts
your skin. So we've got you covered. Here
is a breakdown of different foods that have
nutrients and compounds that help protect
our skin so that it can keep protecting us:

FATTY FISH (i.e. salmon)

, Packed with omega-3’s, zinc,
vitamin E and protein, fatty fish
will help keep skin moisturized;

reduce inflammation, which is associated
with redness and acne; and provide struc-
ture for strong and healthy skin.
&°®. NUTS/SEEDS (walnuts,
y ® almonds, sunflower seeds)

" Nuts and seeds have similar

skin-protecting nutrients as fatty

fish. Packed with omega-3's, zinc, vitamins
E and C and high-quality protein, sprin-
kling seeds on top of your salad or mixing
nuts into your yogurt can have some skin
benefits.
AVOCADOS
@ Avocados are a great skin-
healthy food. They contain
vitamin E that helps protect skin
against damage from the sun, plus omega-
3's to keep skin moisturized. Vitamin C
helps create structural protein needed for
strong and healthy skin.
& BROCCOLIL, SWEET POTA-
A= {8 TOES, RED & YELLOW BELL
&9 PEPPERS, AND TOMATOES
Each with its own set of skin-
healthy nutrients and compounds, these
veggies can help with inflammation, sun
damage protection and structural strength
of skin. They also keep skin moisturized
and prevent wrinkles.
WATER
Last but not least, drinking enough water
is crucial because not only does it hydrate
your whole body, it also includes hydrat-
ing the skin. Being well-hydrated makes
it easier for skin cells to absorb all those
great nutrients.
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nActors
ourney:

Martin “Bats” Bradford
performs a key role

in the world premiere
of Harold Ellis Clark’s
“Ganking Mr. Guidry”
at Le Petit Theatre

“It’s not who I am underneath, but what I do that defines me”
is a quote from the comic book and film superhero we all

know and love as Batman.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF MARTIN “BATS” BRADFORD
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The same description could fit New
Orleans-born-and-raised actor, writer,
poet, filmmaker, podcaster and teaching
artist Martin “Bats” Bradford. Throughout
his acting career, he has appeared in more
than 60 roles in films and television
episodes.

Local audiences will have an opportunity
to see Bats perform onstage in a key role
at Le Petit Theatre in the world premiere
of Harold Ellis Clark’s latest stage play,
“Ganking Mr. Guidry” Five performances
of the play will be staged in the historic
theatre at 616 St. Peter Street in the French
Quarter between August 13-16.

The play is set in 1878 on the site of a
sugar plantation where five workers set out
to take a stand against injustice. Bats plays
the character named Junie.

Explaining the origin of his nickname,
Bats said, “It was given to me as a young-
ster who loved to perform at poetry slams
under the ‘Batman’ moniker. Eventually
it was shortened and adopted as a stage
name for tv/film, because in a sea of names
it would catch the eyes of casting direc-
tors. Storytelling is what has defined me
for decades, and when someone reads the
name ‘Bats, they look twice, ask questions,
and want to know what that story is”

Born and raised in the Gentilly neigh-
borhood of New Orleans, Bats attributes
much of his professional success to his
grandmother, the late Joyce Bradford. “My
grandmother would always have me doing
speeches or speaking in front of people,’
he said. “She wanted to make sure she was
raising an educated and articulate Black
Man, a common saying shed repeat to me.”

The first audience for Bats was the

congregation at St. Mark’s 4th Baptist
Church. He was involved in everything
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from weekly Bible studies to children’s
church and vacation Bible school. “If you
want to cultivate an artist, do so in the
church because one thing is for sure...the
congregation will not boo you,” he advised
with a laugh. “..that encouragement early
on is priceless”

Bats attended Bienville Elementary,
where one year in particular he wrote
and directed the school’s Christmas play.
This memory stands out in his mind as he
refers to it as “the battery put in my back”
He was encouraged by his teachers, as he
wrote and performed skits, which helped
him thrive as a young artist.

After attending Eleanor McMain, where
Bats attended both middle and high school,
he knew he was serious about acting. He
started attending auditions in and out of
school, which led to learning the funda-
mentals of being an actor, as well as the art
of connecting with audiences.

“Before the legends influenced me, it was
the kids on Nickelodeon and Disney. Being
a kid and seeing other kids do it pushed
me to know this was possible,” said Bats.
“There were no other kids around me who
dreamed of being an actor”

Bats looked up to actors like Will Smith,
Denzel Washington, Sam Jackson, Don
Cheadle, Viola Davis, Angela Bassett and
Regina King. His theatre teachers and
directors all played crucial roles in his life
and inspired him in his journey. And, of
course, his greatest influences were his
mother and grandmother. His mother,
Shari Bradford Capers, in particular being
his prime motivator. “Whatever you do
baby, DON’T STOP, we have your back”
shed say.

Bats would go on to earn his Bachelor
of Arts degree from Dillard University,
where he thrived in the theatre department
and held positions with WDUB radio as
a personality and reporter for the Dillard
Courtbouillon student newspaper.

It was during this time that Bats creative
juices began to flow as he was acting as well
as writing screenplays, poetry, and taking
an interest in editing film. He was also one

Martin “Bats” Bradford with his mother
Shari Bradford Capers

the creators of the GumboMonster504
YouTube page, as well as The FlyWithBats
podcast.

The FlyWithBats show thrived for several
years, well before the podcast movement
became popular. “We were young Black
guys talking about it all - social issues, TV
and movies and more. It was therapeutic.
A process of growth and learning,” Bats
recalled.

After graduating, Bats was determined
to act full-time. He went on as many
auditions as possible. He was hungry for
industry knowledge and eventually learned
how to secure an agent. His big break came
when he was cast in “American Horror
Story: Coven.”

Bats worked alongside Oscar- and Emmy
Award-winning actor Kathy Bates for the
episode. He first met the actress when he
was going over his lines, and she asked if
he wanted to run lines together.
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“I remember that she was so giving,” he
recalled. “She told me she could tell I was
a trained actor, and the kicker I will always
remember is when she asked me if I had any

ideas on how she could take me down
for this particular scene. It was my first gig
ever and she included me as if I were her
colleague”

Another colleague came in the form of
a childhood hero in Samuel L. Jackson,
who he played alongside in the series The
Last Days of Ptolemy Grey. “Working with
Sam was a God send, and gaining him as a
friend afterwards was the icing on the king
cake” Commenting on his upcoming role
in “Ganking Mr. Guidry,” Bats said, “T had
worked with Hal before as well as the direc-
tor, John Grimsley. I read the play, fell in love
with it, and with the character. My charac-
ter is basically the crew’s restless rebel. He
has a mission on his mind at his plantation
to claim something that he believes is his,
and he’s not letting anyone stop him from
achieving this goal,” said Bats.
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To prepare for the role, as with any role,
Bats says he studies the story itself, the back-
ground, and who the character is before the
audience even meets them. “Acting isn’t just
memorizing some lines. It’s story telling. A
lot of it is bringing your own experiences,
bringing your own imagination, bringing
your own perspective to the character that
you're portraying,” Bats emphasized.

Having visited Whitney Plantation, Bats
said the experience was eye-opening. “I am
educated, thanks to my grandmother instill-
ing history lessons in me. I'm ‘woke; as they
say, so I knew a lot going into the grounds,
but then you get there and realize there are
so many things that we are not taught. There
are so many things we do not know. These
human beings were able to find joy even
in the thick of dark,” said Bats. He suggests
that the play is another opportunity to tell
a story we do not hear much about today.

“A play like this is a reminder that no
matter how far we've gone, we still have

more places to go. But just because were
better off today doesn't mean we've reached
the finish line or the equity and quality that
our communities deserve”

When not perfecting his craft, Bats enjoys
roller blading, binging on TV/movies, and

going out with friends. His hobbies include
writing, shooting short films, attending
plays, and comedy shows. Bats enjoys the
arts and supporting other artists. “Artists
inspire me; it's a beautiful thing to see people
living out their passion. I have such respect
for other people’s craft and our entire local
arts community” said Bats.

Bats stresses that he is “just a regular
guy looking for the next gig” He empha-
sized that folks might think he “has made
it” because he is on TV and that he must
be rich. “In reality, 'm just a regular guy
going from gig to gig and looking for that
next one.

And between gigs, this self-proclaimed
“comic book head” continues to read and
collect them, with Batman as his favorite.

For tickets to “Ganking Mr. Guidry”
call (504) 522-2081 or visit the Le Petit
Theatre box office at 616 St. Peter Street

between 12:00 noon and 5:00 p.m.
weekdays. The show runs from August 13-
16. Bats Bradford can be reached online
at @Misterbats and @thefwbnetwork
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2 NIGHTS!

An evening of original
music, powerful stories,
and the journey behind

the songs. |
—— MARK YOUR CALENDAR

AUGUST 28T & 29T
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THE 15™ OF THE MONTH
EVERY MONTH

SHARON MARTIN WITH
AND FRIENDS

with The Original Anthony Hamilton-Bass * Kurt“The Brut* Brunus-Keys
Shan“The Man” Hamilton-Drums * Alonzo Bowens-Sax

AND
SPECIALGUESTARTISTS

A GREAT
EVENING
OF MUSIC
AND FRIENDS
AND THE BEST
FOOD VENDORS

ettty

2372 Saint Claude Ave,
ADMISSION - $20 NOLA 70117

Reservations paid in advance
Please text: 504-905-5937

Paid Admission Secures Seating
USE QR CODE

Sponsored by BreakThru Media
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“Things happen for a reason, man” — Leo Nocentelli

Light in the Attic Records is honored to announce the release of Another Side:

a previously-unheard, early ‘70s solo album by Leo Nocentelli of the pioneering
New Orleans funk outfit, The Meters. Backing Nocentelli is an all-star line-up of New
Orleans royalty, including Allen Toussaint, James Black, and both George Porter Jr.

and Zigaboo Modeliste of The Meters. A mixture of funky folk and rootsy, raw
emotion (think Bill Withers and James Taylor meeting Allen Toussaint at Link Wray'’s
Three Track Shack), this previously unreleased album shines like the sun on a

Iln ht i spring day on the New Orleans fairgrounds.
QwIC
a LP/CD/Cassette/Digital
* Available at LightinTheAttic.net and at all fine record shops

\.
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Le Petit Theatre

Jefferson Performing Arts Society
Regis Rougaru Prograis

Real Love (Motown & More Review)
Hannah's Klozet Foundation
Sterling Hall (Chalmette)

Sharon Martin (Lady Day)

Each One Save One
(Sally-Ann Roberts and Cathy Harris)

Anthony Bean Community Theater
Toys For Tots

Blessed 26

ENONAC

(East New Orleans Neighborhood Advisory Commission)
Be The Match Foundation
St. Tammany Crab Festival
Paris Soul Cafe
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Jazz and Heritage Foundation

Smoke Wind And Fire (Car Show)
Divine Foundation Inc. (Lyfe Jennings)
Irma Thomas (Birthday Party)

Leo Nocentelli (Guitarist of The Meters)
Junebug Productions (Gomela)

Alfred Doucette
(Party at Mahalia Jackson Theatre)

Scott Eli Jackson Foundation
Nfungotah Inc. (Dance For Life)
Racine Foundation

Voices in the Dark, INC.

Let's Live Radio .net

Breakthru Media Magazine
L.M. Labat

ONS
ADVERT\S\NG | PUBLIC RELATI

FOR MORE INFO CALL:
504-292-2421

EMAIL: BREAKTHRUPR@AOL.COM
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There’s freedom here

Our card goes beyond
conventional checking.

Personal banking just got easier. Enjoy the flexibility and security of Liberty Bank
Personal Visae Debit Card. Most checkbooks can only do one thing — checking. Our

Liberty debit card does that and much more.

SCAN TO LEARN MORE TODAY
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VISA

*Annual Percentage Rates on purchases and balance transfers are based on normal credit criteria.
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