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Being born into a musical family can be a blessing 

and Kurt Brunus is living proof of that. A renowned 

contemporary jazz artist, he was born and raised in 

a musical family that spans four generations.

KEEPING 
THE FAMILY 
MUSICAL 
HERITAGE 
ALIVE
Kurt Brunus 
Continues a 
Proud Legacy
By Anita Oubre
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Kurt’s many talents include vocals, piano, 
keyboards, trumpet, and percussion. He 
also arranges, produces, and directs under 
the label of his record company, Swamp 
Island Records. He is additionally the 
founder of K-Web productions that writes 
and produces for many local and national 
artists.

Kurt’s roots run deep in music. His 
grandparents were gospel singers in the 
1950s. His mother sang and his father 
played the drums. As a child he enjoyed 
listening to his parents rehearsing in the 
living room as he completed his homework.

“I was pretty much born into music,” 
Kurt proudly stated. “Cynthia Bland is my 
mom and I grew up listening to her sing.  
My cousins and everybody in the family 
were into music. Bobby (“Blue”) Bland was 
a cousin of mine and my brother, Larry 
Thompson, is a jazz saxophonist.”

Other musical cousins include the 
Wardell Quezergue and trumpeters 
Wendell Brunious and John Brunious.

Growing up in a musical household, 
Kurt had access to a wide variety of instru-
ments at his beck and call. There was a 

PA system in the living room and he was 
surrounded by music. At the tender age 
of four, his mother started him on piano 
lessons and from there he learned the 
violin. Soon after that he mastered cello, 
bass, and rhythm guitar.

“Back then there were no video games. I 
had access to instruments 24/7 and I spent 
my time learning to play each instrument,” 
Kurt fondly recalled.

At 14 years-old, Kurt started playing 
the trumpet in the horn section of “Hot 
Ice,” the family band. A few times a day he 
would sit outside and practice. A Times-
Picayune reporter took note of this and was 
so impressed with the young Kurt that he 
featured him in an article on dedication.

Kurt was like a sponge, absorbing music 
and the business on every level. He moved 
on to master the trumpet and then the 
drums. He also taught himself to play the 
saxophone, trombone, and sousaphone. 
He went on to attend St. Augustine, the 
all-boys Catholic High School, on a full 
music scholarship.

“Hard work, dedication and persever-
ance is what I learned at St. Aug,” Kurt 
revealed. “It was all about discipline. That 
was the biggest thing. It was a great priv-
ilege to be on first trumpet, to sit on first 
and second chair and to section lead under 
the leadership of the legendary Edwin 
Hampton,” he added.

During his student years at the University 
of New Orleans, Kurt studied Electrical 
Engineering, but Music Performance and 
Music Education also were part of his 
curriculum.

Kurt’s musical journey has taken him 
all over the world countless times. He has 
played in over 80 countries including Spain, 
Italy, African nations and throughout the 
Caribbean. Brazil became his second home 
due to performing there so often.

“I went through about five passports 
in a few years. One time they ended up 
putting a few passports together into one 
big booklet because I traveled so much,” 
Kurt laughed.

Playing in a band brings a group of 

people together in a special way. Over the 
years Kurt has developed many lifelong 
relationships with his fellow musicians.

“We are like brothers,” he said. “It is a 
special brotherhood and we get along 
great. Like every group we may have a 
disagreement once in a while but our bond 
is tight.”
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Kurt with his son, Elon
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Over the years Kurt has enjoyed 
performing with the Original Meters and 
Irma Thomas. He has also worked with 
such icons as the Temptations, Aaron 
Neville, Kermit Ruffins, Wynton Marsalis, 
Alexander O’Neal, and Bobby Womack, as 
well as countless others.

He has opened for such renowned enter-
tainers as Gladys Knight, the O’Jays, Kenny 
G, Chuck Mangione and Maze to name a 
few. And under the Swamp Island Records 
label Kurt has had the pleasure to work 
with Irma Thomas, Ed Wills, Emile Hall, 
and Tonia “Lady T” Johnson as well as The 
New Orleans Mystics and many more.

The Recreation Band and Louisiana 
Purchase were bands that helped shape 
Kurt into the entertainer he is today. His 
first album “Horny and Saxy” was an 
accomplishment that Kurt is still proud 
of today.

“It was a mission of mine, at that time, to 
succeed in the music industry,” Kurt said. 
“I learned a lot from that project, a little 
more about the industry, and I was able to 
bring those lessons into my next project.”

Kurt’s soulful performances can be 
enjoyed all over New Orleans. As the lead 
vocalist for The Just Right Band who have 
been together for decades or leading the 
Kurt Brunus Project, his performances 
ensure a feel-good evening.

Kurt’s inspiration for these feel-good 
performances was born in the living room 

of mother’s Ninth Ward home. When 
asked about what artist inspired him, he 
does not hesitate to credit his mother, 
Cynthia Bland. Kurt is proud of the family 
bond he shares with his mother and the 
legacy that has been passed down to him. 
Touring with his mother under “Cynthia 
Bland and the Blue Frame,” as well as the 
family album, “Funk the Standards,” are 
treasured experiences for Kurt.

And today Kurt is watching the musical 
legacy continue to grow as both of his sons 
are making names for themselves in the 
industry. Kurt’s youngest son, Elon Brunus, 
is a music producer who is currently stud-
ying at Berklee College of Music in Boston. 
His latest singles “Lobby” and “Think 
About It” are doing well. Kurt’s elder son 
is an animator with Apple and also does 
the graphics for Swamp Island Records.

The glue that holds the family together 
is Kurt’s “better half ” Elaine Butler who 
he has been with for 35 years. They enjoy 
taking cruises and family vacations 
together. When Kurt has down time he 
enjoys playing pool as well as practicing 
martial arts, something he’s enjoyed since 
his youth. Relaxing with a good movie such 
as a comedy or action flick is a favorite 
pastime.

But Kurt also enjoys doing what he 
is best at, which is sitting down in the 
studio and writing music and producing 
a new song.

Kurt is in the middle of working on a 
handful of singles for his album, “Nightlife.”  
Sometimes he juggles working on as many 
as fourteen songs at a time.

“It’s almost like writing a storybook. If 
you don’t have an idea for the story or an 
idea of where you want the story to go, it’s 
kind of hard to finish. So, I just move on to 
the next project instead of wasting time,” 
said Kurt.

Another passion of Kurt’s is teaching 
the next generation. He taught music at 
St. Mary’s Academy for more than thirty 
years.  From the students who were forced 
into music by their parents to the students 
who were engaged and thrived he’s seen 
it all.

He is also an actor who performs in 
stage plays.

Today Kurt offers private lessons. His 
advice to aspiring musicians is to “learn 
everything you can about your instrument 
and learn to read music because it will 
make you a more well-rounded musician.”

Kurt continues to bless his audiences 
with his gift of music and the rich legacy 
he is proud to share.

Kurt Brunus’s music can be found on 
Spotify, YouTube Music, Apple Music 
and other music sites. His website is kurt-
brunus.com and for bookings go to http://
www.swampislandrecords.com/kurt-
brunus or call (504) 250-6354.

PH
O

TO
S CO

U
RTESY O

F KU
RT BRU

N
U

S


